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remaining at peace with Turkey, while her rivals were grow-
ing strong. She alone had gained no new frontiers during
the First Balkan War. She alone had liberated and annexed
no suppressed nationalities crying to be free. Her people
therefore were swept in the spring of 1913 by a new wave of
irredentist nationalism and indignation. There was a strong
popular demand on the Rumanian Cabinet that something
must be done to reiress the Balance of Power in the Bal-
kans, which had existed since the Treaty of Berlin in 1878,
but which had now been completely upset to Rumania's
disadvantage-
Rumanian newspapers bitterly complained of the mis-
taken policy of folded hands: King Carol should have
intervened while the Bulgarian armies were tied up in front
of Adrianople and Constantinople and insisted that Bul-
garia cede to him the Silistria-Balchik district south of
the Dobrudja, as "compensation" for Rumania's benevolent
neutrality. Instead of adopting an active selfish policy of
this kind, Rumania had pursued a waiting attitude, trust-
ing in the generosity of Bulgaria and in a favorable pressure
by the Great Powers to secure her adequate "compensa-
tions." But she had been deceived in both hopes. Through-
out the early months of the Balkan War, Bulgaria remained
obdurate and deaf to Take Jonescu's pleas for "just compen-
sations." And when the question was finally left to the de-
cision of the Great Powers at the St. Petersburg Conference,
in March, 1913, Rumania did not get as much as her na-
tionalists thought she had a right to expect.215
It was in connection with these negotiations about
"compensations" that Rumanian Ministers and public
opinion turned more sharply against Austria-Hungary,
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